and an excellent augmentation with exercise. The patient has returned to full-time work and has remained asymptomatic 6 months after the respiratory arrest.
Discussion
Myocardial stunning is defined as a prolonged myocardial dysfunction with gradual return of contractile activity after a brief episode of severe ischemia. This phenomenon was first described as a distinct clinical entity by Braunwald and Endomyocardial biopsy was performed in the septo-apical region of both ventricles and in the right side of the interatrial septum.
Three specimens from each ventricular chamber and two from the right atrium were obtained and processed for histologic examination following standard techniques and stains.
Histologic study revealed the presence, in the atrial samples (Fig  2) , of clusters of lymphocytes associated with interstitial edema and focal necrosis of adjacent myocardiocytes. These 
